
 

 

WITNEY SUPERSQUEEZE 2017 COURSE UNITS 
 

Choose one from each list, and also give a second choice in case your first choice is, full 
details can be found on the ‘Full Course Information Page’. 

 
 

SATURDAY MORNING 
A1 - Murray Grainger - French Music 
A selection of French dance music from different traditions, with the emphasis on style and arrangement. 
All Boxes (with special reference to Piano Accordion) 
Level - I/H 
 
A2 - Robert Harbron - Getting the Basics Right  
A few simple tunes and the techniques needed to play them well. 
English Concertina 
Level - B/I 
 
A3 - Paul Hutchinson - Spring Cleaning 
How to de-clutter your accordion repertoire and brighten it up with a few simple ideas and techniques. 
Piano Accordion 
Level - B/I 
 
A4 - Ollie King - Right Hand Harmony  
Looking at how to create chords and harmonies on the right hand of the melodeon, their musical 
application, and how to use them for accompaniment.  
G/D Melodeon 
Level - I/H 
 
A5 - Geert Oude Weernink - Latin Passions 
We will be exploring some spicy and rhythmical dance tunes from Latin America, such as Tango and 
Rumba. 
G/D Melodeon 
Level - I/H 
 
A6 - Matt Quinn - Starting Out Across the Rows 
How to make the best use of the alternative notes on the two rows of a G/D Melodeon, for fluency, 
rhythm, pace and harmony. 
G/D Melodeon 
Level - B/I 
 
A7 - Dave Townsend - Concertina Harmony 
How to make harmonies and chords sound good on the concertina. A little bit of work on how they are 
made, and a lot on how to use them. 
All Concertinas 
Level - I/H 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A8 - Andy Turner - Playing with Punch  
You’re an Anglo player, you've got a few simple dance tunes under your belt, now let's look at ways of 
making them more danceable.  
Anglo Concertina 
Level - B/I 
 
A9 - Rees Wesson - One-Row Styles 
Cajun, Zydeco and Irish styles which focus on the strengths of the one-row melodeon. This will be taught in 
D, so you can bring a D one-row or just work on the D row of your G/D melodeon. 
G/D Melodeon or D One-Row Melodeon 
Level - B/I 
 
 

 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON 
B1 - Murray Grainger - Accordion Basics 
What you need for lively and musical accordion playing. 
Piano Accordion 
Level - B/I 
 
B2 - Robert Harbron - Beyond the Dots 
We will explore some trickier tunes and look at how a lighter touch on the instrument can help us play 
better and allow us to explore rhythm, groove, phrasing, ornamentation and harmony.  
English Concertina 
Level - I/H 
 
B3 - Paul Hutchinson - Caveat Emptor  
An opportunity to explore some tunes from the Keevil Manuscript  
All Boxes 
Level - I 
 
B4 - Ollie King - Making New Tunes 
Composing tunes for any squeezebox, working by ear  - this won’t require any knowledge of dots or 
anything like that. I write all my tunes by sitting down and improvising, so this will be the basis for the unit.  
All Boxes, working mainly by ear 
Level - I/H 
 
B5 - Geert Oude Weernink - Tender Loving Bellows 
Always wanted to play a sweet, romantic tune for your partner (to be), but you don't know how to? In this 
workshop we'll be playing French, Italian and other continental tunes. 
G/D Melodeon 
Level - B/I 
 
B6 - Matt Quinn - Concertina Accompaniment 
Exploring all the issues of harmony, balance and texture when creating concertina accompaniments, 
with special reference to Duet systems. 
All Concertinas 
Level - I/H 
 
 



 

 

B7 - Dave Townsend - Tunes from Northern England 
A quick tour of  the North, from Lakeland fiddlers to Northumbrian pipers, Lancashire clogs to Yorkshire 
swords. 
All Boxes 
Level - B/I/H 
 
B8 - Andy Turner - Playing for Dance 
The full kit - rhythm, pace, arrangement, starts & stops. 
All Boxes 
Level - B/I/H 
 
B9 - Rees Wesson - Blues & Cajun in F# Minor 
Yes it’s for G/D Melodeon, exploring the knack of playing ‘backwards’ in the old Cajun manner, with the 
moody minor-key sound of the Swamp Blues. This unit is also suitable for accordion and concertina. So 
don’t be afraid, just watch out for the alligators. 
G/D Melodeon, Concertina, Piano Accordion 
Level - I/H 
 
 

SUNDAY 
C1 - Murray Grainger - Accordion Left Hand 
How to get the best out of the standard accordion Bass layout, with different vamping patterns, adding 
basses together, and bass runs. You’ll need at least a 48-bass instrument to get the best out of this. 
Piano Accordion 
Level - B/I 
 
C2 - Robert Harbron - Ensemble Building  
Exploring techniques and strategies for playing with other musicians to create some spontaneous small 
ensembles within the group. We will work by ear as much as possible, using tunes which will be sent out in 
advance. For more confident players of all instruments. (all instruments, for more confident players).  
All Boxes, mainly by ear 
Level - I/H 
 
C3 - Paul Hutchinson - Pre-Brexit Tunes  
Gems such as Mikyael Turner’s Walc, Lithuanian Washerwoman et beaucoup plus   .   .   . with harmony 
parts too! 
All Boxes (with special reference to Piano Accordion) 
Level - I/H 
 
C4 - Ollie King - Top Tricks to Improve Your Playing  
I'll focus on small but simple playing techniques that can instantly improve your playing - as well as bad 
habits to avoid for the future.  
G/D Melodeon 
Level - B/I 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

C5 - Geert Oude Weernink - Chasing the Spider 
In southern Italy lives the venomous tarantula spider. Once someone suffers a bite, they have to dance the 
tarantella - to the sound of an organetto and tambourin - for three hours in the baking sun to sweat out 
the venom   .   .   . 
And that's what we'll be doing in this workshop; playing a variety of exciting dance music, with various 
layers and yes, with a little bit of sweat too!! 
All Boxes 
Level - B/I/H 
 
C6 - Matt Quinn - Minor Chords on the Melodeon 
Understanding how the minor chords on a standard G/D melodeon work, and learning where to put them. 
G/D Melodeon 
Level - I/H 
 
C7 - Dave Townsend - Concertina Band: Tunes & Marches 
The reply of a Lancashire concertina band veteran, on being asked what his band used to play, was ‘Tunes 
and marches’. This unit will re-create the sound of the concertina bands of the early twentieth century, 
with parts suitable for anyone who can read music reasonably well (parts will be available in advance). 
There will be bass and baritone English concertinas to borrow. 
All Concertinas (with special reference to English System) 
Level - I/H 
 
C8 - Andy Turner - Three-Quarter Time 
 - and 3/8 and 3/2 time as well! The great variety of tunes in triple rhythms, from various different 
traditions, for any squeezebox. 
All Boxes 
Level - B/I 
 
[There is no C9] 
 


