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COURSE UNITS FOR WITNEY SUPERSQUEEZE 2019 
15th – 17th November 2019 

 
MEL BIGGS 
SATURDAY MORNING  
A1 - Music from Norway  
Great tunes from from Ingunn Bjørgo and Mel Biggs. 
All Boxes, I/H 
 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON  
B1 - Left Hand, Right Hand, Both Hands 
Learning how to co-ordinate the two ends of a D/G melodeon AND the air button and bellows, using the tune 
Mount Hills as a test-bed. 
Melodeon, B/I 
 
SUNDAY  
C1 - Session Skills 
Even when you know your way around a few tunes, the prospect of playing in an informal session can be 
puzzling or downright daunting. Mel will guide you through the unspoken rules and etiquette, show you how to 
pick up tunes on the fly, and have fun as well! 
All Boxes, B/I/H 
 
 
ANDY CUTTING 
As Andy is such a popular tutor, students will only be allowed to book for one of his units, so that as 
many as possible can benefit from his knowledge and expertise. 
 
SATURDAY MORNING  
A2 - Do I Start from Here? 
How to develop your melodeon playing from simple basic music to extend into new musical territories. 
Melodeon, B/I 
 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON  
B2 - Andy’s Tunes 
Andy is renowned as a composer of fascinating and frankly improbable tunes that everyone wants to play. 
Here’s how, from the man himself.  
All Boxes, I/H 
 
SUNDAY 
C2 - Wild Stuff 
A whole spectrum of advanced techniques and new ideas to set your brain buzzing. 
Melodeon, I/H 
 
 
MURRAY GRAINGER 
SATURDAY MORNING  
A3 - Beyond the Notes 
Elements of accordion playing that you need to get the best from your playing, looking at posture, bellows, 
coordination between the hands, techniques for finding your way round the left hand. Let’s go beyond learning 
tunes and really get to grips with your accordion! 
Piano Accordion, B/I 
 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON  
B3 - Playing the Accordion with Three Hands!  
Exploring the inter-relationship between right hand, left hand and the most important hand, the central ‘hand’ 
that controls the musicality and rhythm. Often we focus on the fingering, or the chords, but what about the 
most important framework off which everything hangs? We will look at ways to bring all the elements together, 
achieving flexibility and control as a musician. 
Piano Accordion, I/H 
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SUNDAY 
C3 - Putting the Squeeze into French Music 
Often French music can look quite simple on the page, maybe only a few notes to the tune, maybe short 
sections. Yet when you hear it played properly it becomes the most fulfilling and exciting repertoire. We will 
look at the ways to bring the notes to life, using articulation to give the melody vitality and exploring the 
rhythmic feels that can be so different when at first glance two tunes appear to be in the same metre. Let’s 
unlock the hidden music that you cannot just read off the dots! 
All Boxes, B/I/H 
 
 
ROBERT HARBRON 
SATURDAY MORNING  
A4 - Getting Tunes off the Page 
We will play some tunes that Rob has taken from manuscript sources and look at the processes you can apply 
to help get tunes off the page and bring them to life. 
All Boxes, B/I 
 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON  
B4 - Vamping, Chugging and Jamming  
Combining chords with bellows rhythms to turn the English concertina into a versatile rhythm instrument. 
English Concertina, I/H 
 
SUNDAY 
C4 - Playing Simple Tunes Well*  
We will learn some approachable tunes by ear and explore some simple but transformative techniques to bring 
them to life 
All Boxes, B/I 
 
 
KEITH KENDRICK 
SATURDAY MORNING  
A5 - Playing for Country Dance* 
Allowing the dance to inform how you play.  
English and Anglo Concertinas, B/I 
 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON  
B5 - The Ins and Outs of Morris Music* 
The art of playing for morris dancers, using dynamics and rhythm to support the dance. 
Anglo Concertina, I/H 
 
 
SYLVIA NEEDHAM 
SATURDAY MORNING  
A6 - Duet Pick ‘n Mix* 
How many different ways can you play a tune on the Duet Concertina? Tune with both hands? Chords with 
both hands? Mix it up? 
Duet Concertinas, B/I/H 
 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON  
B6 - Seeing Through the Fog of Harmony* 
How to work out harmonies and arrangements for Duet Concertinas, playing notes that aren't in the basic tune 
to embellish the tune. We'll look at different keys to experiment and explore. 
Duet Concertinas, B/I/H 
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KEITH KENDRICK & SYLVIA NEEDHAM 
SUNDAY  
C5 - Song Accompaniment* 
How to accompany different song styles to support the singer, whether yourself or another. Pace, control, 
dynamics and decoration. 
For all concertina systems, B/I/H 
 
 
CHRIS PARKINSON 
SATURDAY MORNING  
A7 - Beyond Folk 
Blues, rock and a hint of jazz, mostly for piano accordion, but also for D/G melodeon players who would like to 
try something different. 
Accordion & Melodeon, I/H 
 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON  
B7 - A Few Cheap Tricks on Melodeon 
How to play more than just the melody, adding chords, dynamics and spaces. 
Melodeon, I/H 
 
SUNDAY 
C7 - Piano Accordion Left Hand  
Ideas and inspirations for working out different chords and styles, and giving texture and expression to your 
playing. 
Accordion, B/I 
 
 
 
JOHN SPIERS 
SATURDAY MORNING  
A8 - Harmony and Melodeons 
The melodeon as a harmony instrument. Understanding right hand chords, bass runs, and what to do with the 
extra half-row if you have one. 
Melodeon, I/H 
 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON  
B8 - Hornpipes 
Fast, slow, even time or dotted to different degrees, fierce and relaxed - all the variety and complexity of the 
tunes bundled together under the name ‘hornpipe’.  
All Boxes, B/I 
 
SUNDAY 
C8 - Squeezebox Dance Band 
Putting any sort of box – or any other instruments as well – together to create a massive dance band. 
All Boxes, B/I/H 
 
 
 
DAVE TOWNSEND 
SATURDAY MORNING  
A9 - Nailing It on English Concertina 
How to play the right note every time – smart fingerings for tricky tunes and better chords. 
English Concertina, I/H 
 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON  
B9 - The Olde Daunce 
How to fake early music on a squeezebox. Simple tunes, lots of fun. 
All Boxes, B/I 
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SUNDAY 
C9 - The Spirit of the Music Halls 
Great tunes from the music hall & variety entertainers of the Edwardian age, arranged for all-squeezebox 
band. Fair reading skills needed, and the capacity to play in keys other than G and D. Bass and Baritone 
instruments welcome. 
All Boxes, I/H 
 
 
 
NOTES 
 
To keep the numbering consistent, there’s no Unit C6. 
 
* These Units will focus on playing by ear, but there will also be some notation to help those who are more 
comfortable with the dots. 
 
 
 


